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“Don’t tell George I told you . . .

BY KATHY LEWIS
Toda.y Asst. Editor

Barbara Bush's favorite come-on
these days 1s “Don't tell Georze Itold
you but ..

- That's a spoot on herseu because *'T.
Ktiow-NO secrets,” she says firmly about

{ie new life the Bush family has lead -

since George Bush became director oI
the Central Intelligence Agency.

» As she talks, Bush — a direct woman -
Zwants to make a couple of things pc->

Titgly clear. She's in town for one reason
“-to see her-11-day-old grandson. She's
talkmv to the press to help the Alley -
Guild sell tickets to her June slide show*
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would hope he'd be very, very quiet.”

But Barbara Bush believes in choices
and says there's no question the
women's movement is one of the great
issues of this decade. "'We think we have
come so far and yet when two great po-

on China. And the Bushes, absolutely, f,’

aré NOT in polmcal life zmymore she
said.-’ :

+ L ﬂnd it hog heaven she says ot
their current nonpartisan status,

*George hardly even looks at the polm~ :

cal pages anymore.”

But there's one political quesﬂon she
is happy to answer. “I'm glad you asked
that,” she says of a question about re-
ports that Texas Republicans are still
mad at Sen. John Tower because he did-
n't give enough support through the
years to other Republicans candidates,
including George Bush. -

- *I'm glad you asked that because I do
not know of anybody who has backed
George Bush any more than Johxr

Tower. Now,- this isn't exactly answer-_ .

ing your question, but when George was -

given this job (CIA director), he was at- -

tacked on all sides.” She says she doesn't

¥now of anyone who supported her hus-
band more, “c
* *’And what about durln,. Bush’s 1970
Senate race, “Yes, we were political
then, so we understood He (Tower) did
whathecould” .

. She is asked about the changing role
ot pohncal wives and says the role s
changing, but she hasn’t. **Now, I am -
not. political,” she reminds, but says in
the “old days™ she was an appendage to
her husband’s political career. :

“I know my claim to fame is I am
George Bush's wite.”

‘ While she credits First Lady Betty
Ford with changing things and says-
'Helen Jackson and Bethine Church and

" Nancy Reagan go out on their own and
talk issues and Mrs. Wallace “certainly
has political ambitions,” her own phi-
Josophy is unchanged.

“If I were elected to public otfice, I
would expect George to back me and be -
dn éppendage ...and it I wereelected to

,orﬁce and he dld not agree thh me, I

‘litical women meet =
and Mrs. Thatcher — the press describes
what they wore and the fact -each stﬂl
back teases her hair.” ..
With that statement, Bush says she s i
going to come off soundlng very !
women's 1ib. "And I'm not.” >
Someone says they don’ t envy her
husband and his CIA job. “Don't teel
sorry for him. He doesn't. This is the job

T

he really wants. It is just about the big- -

gest job in the country right now.” .

On the issue of her husband’s tuture,
she is outspoken. “I'd like to see George -
Bush lett in this job. If anyone would
leave him in a job long enough.
Since 1970, Bush has been ambassador -
to the United Nations, head of the
Republican National Committee, U.S.
envoy to the People’s Republic to Chma
and director of the CIA. - -

*. “This is something we could cap ott_;,,

.“.vand then I want.to:
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corae home to Texas.” .

Barbara Bush, quite possibiv, hes see
the Great Wall in China more times
than any other American. She says i
there are 52 weeks in a year, then she

probably saw it 53 times. Everyiims
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they had houseguests, which is more
olten than you would think, she went.
“George is always saying ‘we have an
extra sack’ and so even in China we had
wall-to-wall guests.” L
- When she tells Americans
China experiences she finds two things:
They think they already know every-
thing and if you say any nice things,
they think you are a Communist, * <.
~'Barbatra Bush has some positiv
things to say about China, The beauty of
ancient China. The charming people,
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about her -

: ..ghe tells this story: A man hit
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though she didn't get to know them. The
honesty. “It's extraordinary. But then, if
you're not honest you're done in. I walk-
ed C. Fred (the cocker spaniel) every
night by mysell because George Bush
likes competitive sports, not walking the
dog. And I never worried.”

Someone suggests that for their (the
Chinese) way of life, their system is not
so bad. Barbara Bush firmly disagrees,

“1 see a lot wrong with it. There are

"m0 choices of jobs, no choices of travel,
no choice of what you read or think. You

"and I wouldn't make it. We'd be dead.” =

" ;' As an example of the time she came -~

““closest to seeing justice, Chinese style,

~lady on the head with a sickle. She drop-~
“'ped bleeding. The man:jumped a fence-

,cand ran into an embassys He.could beZ; sell.™
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seen scratching and clawing the win-
dows, though he wasit’'t trying to escape.-
The next day the Chinese visited the--
woman in the hospital and apologized,.-
and told her, “We have tried this man, -
found him sane and executed him.” .
“The man was clearly crazy,” she~
said. bt
Though she took “copious™ notes, dur-:
fng her 14 months in China, Barbara -
Rush will not be writing a book. “I real- =
Iy do not like kiss 'n tell books. The only-.
“way there would be some interest is if. I
-said some of the mean things. ;33 T
-_»And I.am not going to.write the7:
“same old diary everybody else has, I am:7;
-just rot going to do that. I'm not going:»
. to cash in on the fact I'm Mrs. George -
“Bush. That's the only reason it would--.
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